
Art Intent, implementation and impact. 
 

Intent: How we have planned our art curriculum 
 
At St Nicholas and St Laurence School, we see Art and Design as an important part of the children’s 
entitlement to a broad and balanced curriculum. Art and Design provides the children with the 
opportunities to develop and extend skills and an opportunity to express their individual interests, 
thought and ideas. 
Art, craft and design encompass some of the highest forms of human creativity. A high-quality art and 
design education should engage, inspire and challenge pupils; equipping them with the knowledge and 
skills to experiment; invent and create their own works of art, craft and design. As pupils progress, they 
should be able to think critically and develop a more rigorous understanding of art and design. They 
should also know how art and design both reflect and shape our history, and contribute to the culture, 
creativity and wealth of our nation. 
 
Through our curriculum it is important that we challenge pupils to: 

 Produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their experiences. 

 Become proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art, craft and design techniques. 

 Evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, craft and design. 

 Know about great artists, craft makers and designers, and understand the historical and cultural 
development of their art forms. 

 

Implementation: How we teach our art curriculum 
 
The teaching and implementation of the Art and Design Curriculum at St Nicholas and St Laurence School 
is based on the National Curriculum with AccessArt as our vehicle, ensuring a well-structured approach 
to this creative subject. 
 
To ensure high standards of teaching and learning in art and design, we implement a curriculum that is 
progressive throughout the whole school. Art and design is taught as part of a termly topic, focusing on 
knowledge and skills as stated in the National Curriculum.  
 
Teachers plan using the AccessArt spilt curriculum. They will adapt their teaching according to prior 
knowledge and skill, creating a sequential series of lessons. The progression document ensures the 
curriculum is covered and the skills/knowledge taught is progressive from year group to year group. 

 

Impact: How we assess the progress our pupils make in art 
 
The structure of the art curriculum ensures that children are able to develop their knowledge and 
understanding of the work of artists, craftspeople and designers from a range of times and cultures and 
apply this knowledge to their own work. The consistent use of children’s sketchbooks means that 
children are able to review, modify and develop their initial ideas in order to achieve high quality 
outcomes. Children learn to understand and apply the key principles of art: line, tone, texture, shape, 
form, space, pattern, colour, contrast, composition, proportion and perspective. The opportunity for 
children to refine and develop their techniques over time is supported by effective lesson sequencing 
and progression between year groups. This also supports children in achieving age related expectations 
at the end of their cohort year. 
Classroom displays reflect the children’s sense of pride in their artwork and this is also demonstrated by 
creative outcomes across the wider curriculum. The school environment also celebrates children’s 



achievements in art and demonstrates the subject’s high status in the school, with outcomes, including 
sculptures, enhancing the outdoor, as well as indoor, environment. The Art and design curriculum at St 
Nicholas and St Laurence contributes to children’s personal development in creativity, independence, 
judgement and self-reflection. Children will achieve age related expectations in Art at the end of their 
cohort year. 


